On a Jaunt in 3 Donkey Cart— A Noldier and a Y. M. €. A. Girl at Vals-les-Bains,

War Work of Roosevelt’s Daughter-in-Law

Wite of Eldest Son of Laie ex-President, Who Directed First Leave Areas, Tells How Men
Were Tagged at Dances and Sang Hymns in Baccarat Room

RS. THEODQRE ROOSEVELT,
the late ex-President’s daughter-
in-law, just back from France,
was the first Ametrican woman

sent abroad for war service by the Y,
M. C. A. She reached Paris, indeed, only
a few weeks after Pershing, and she had
a French class for Americans in those
far-off days when most of the pupils
were ambulance drivers, because so few
=oldiers had arrived. She worked in the
first canteen in Paris, and she was in
charge of all the women’s work in estab-
lishing the first Amevican officers’ hotel.
Then, -when Mrs. Roosevelt had been
about six months in France, came the
army order creating “leave areas” for
the men.

[t was creation pure and simple: noth-
ing of the sort had ever been done before
in any army; the American soldiers, it
was decided, ought to have leave areas,
and therefore leave areas must be “ ar-
ranged "; the xoldiers were to have one
week’s holiday in each four months of
service, and during that week they were
to have a happy time. That was the army
plan, and that was. as far as the army’s
“ eneral order " went; the execution was
*urned over to the Y. M. C. A,, and the
Y. M. C. A. turned the women’s end of
the work over to Mrs. Roo=evelt.

She has had seventeen months of “war
work "—teachking French, running a can-
teen, attending 1o all the manifold details
of hospitality in an officers' hotel, doing
executive work in a Paris office, coming
in contact with soldiers in every branch
of the service, and of every rank as well,
meeting, too, every different type of war
worker, and being herself responsible for
the assignment of .workers to specific
tasks. But of all the varied kinds of
service that make up young Mrs. Roose-
velt's comprehensive war experience she
considers the leave area work the most
important, as it was certainly the big-
gest. It is a branch of work of which
not much is known here, and it is Mrs,
Roosevelt's own work. She is one of the
little handful of * first ” Americans who
were responsible for the success of the
leave area scheme. There are still leave
areas in France, and women working in
them; there will be for a long time to
come. And although in talking of her war
experience, Mrs. Roosevelt has a way of
skipping the importance of her own part
in the day's events and plans, it is the
work of the leave areas that has first
place in her story.

“ It was just about a year ago,” she
said, “ that the general order was issued
establishing leave areas; the soldiers
were not allowed to go to Paris, for many
reasons, and there were many reasons,

too, wuy they could not be scattered all
over France~—they would be almost sure,
many of them. to overstay their leave.
for instance—through no fault of their
owil, but owing to circumstances and
their ignorance of the country; they
didn't speak the language; they might
get oul of money, or into troubls because
oftheir strungeness in the country—alte.
gether, it was obviously impossible to
turn them loose. So the army decided
on the leave area plan, and the Y. M.
C. A. was instructed to extablish the first
fcave area. That
was in Savoie, and
a little company of
Y. M. C. A, work-
ers, under Franklin
Spencer Edmonds
of Philadelphia,
was sent to Aix-
les-Bains to open
the first centre
there. I was sent,
with  Miss  kdith
Stedman of Boston,
to look after the
women's end of the
work.

“ What were our
yrders?” Mrs,
Roosevelt laughed
as she echoed the
guestion. " Well,
beyond the general
instructions I've
(quoted, we really
hadn’t any. What
we were doing was
a gigantic experi-
ment. We were di-
rected to ‘ go down
to Aix and see what
could be done.” We
knew that we were .
to go to Aix, and - -
we knew, too, that

we were to have
the use of the
Casino there; but Returned from Y.

what we were go- Work
ing to do with the
Casino, or with Aix, we hadn’t the
slightest idea. To be told to use the
great Casino at Aix was like bheing
told to use a Noah's Ark, so far as
any definitec knowledge beforehand of
its uses went. And, frankly, we were
rather afraid the whole thing would fail.
It was so tremendously important! We
were so terribly in earnest over it. And
if it failed, its failure would be so con-
spicuous.

“ Well, we went to Aix—Mr. Edmonds
and about ten other men and Miss Sted-
man and I—and the first thing we did

Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, Who Has Just

in France.

Doughboy on a Picnic with Y. M. C, A. Girls in France.

was to persuade the hotel keepers to
aopen the hotels for our soldiers. We
made vegu'ar contracts with all of them,
and they were quite willing to open the
hotelx, though it was <o far ahead of the
~eason. Ax for the Casino—it wax mag-
nificent and enormous, a very large
building with a theatre attached. We
set up the cantcen in the bar-—the marble
counter was excellent for serving choco-
late. And when the men got there they
were greatly amused when they learned
that the only place where it wias possible
to hold religious
~services  was  the
haccarat room!
Therc were grea.
cerandas  every-
where, that  were
fine for the men
to rest and sleep
on when they
vanted to; and
hough the weather
was cold (Aix is in
the mountains) the
air was dry and
bright and wonder-
fu!, the finest air,
think, that 1 have
ever known.

“We made ar-
rangements for
4,000 men at Aix,
500 at Chambery,
and 700 at Challes-
es-Faux; these
were the leave con-
tres of the Savoie
area, and they
rere near each
other, so that the
coldiers could, go
on trips from one
to another. In
Challes - les - kaux
we had the Casino,
a very good build-
ing, though not so
large as that at
Aix - les - Bainxs;
Challes - les - Faux
is a charming place, right out in the
country; Chambéry is a town—we had
the lower floor of 2 big house there—
and Aix is a magnificent resnrt. So you
see we had a variety!

“We had a funny time in furnishing
the rooms; vou know you can’t buy fur-
niture in France now, and in Chambery
we needed a good deal of furniture, we
found, so we rented it from the refugees!
A great many people who had fled from
Northern France during the invasion had
brought their furniture with them, and
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furniture stored tn Chambery that we
were allowed to rent. Where we coulidn®t
do that—of course the supply of refugee
furniture was not inexhaustible—we ot
hold of kitchen tables and such things
and painted them ourselves, [n those
first days we did a great deal of work
of that sort—the women workers made
all the curtains, for instance—and 1t was
great fun!

“It was the end of January when we
reached Aix. On the 16th of Februars
the first contingent of soldiers arrived—
150 men from the Ist [hvision. And
vou can't imagine how frightened we
were for fegr they wouldn't have & good
time and the whole thing would fail!

“You =ee,” she explained. “ the men .
hated it, before they came. 1 suppose
you know that they called Aix-les-Bains
“ Aches and Pains,” and when they first
gave it that rame, before they got there,
they meant it! In the first place, every
coldier wanted to go to Paris. He didn't
see why he couldn’t go to Paris, and he
didn’t see how he could have a good
time anywhere else! Then he didn’t
like the idea of being told to go to some
definite place; he thought it was going
to be a place with a lot of discipline and
reveille and drill.  And because they
knew it was all in the hands of the Y.
M. C. A. some of the soldiers were afraid
that they would be expected to po to
religinous niceting= all the time! You
see, they had no idea what it was going
to be like. And as for us, having to
invent it all, we were terribly afraid it
was not going to succeed! At first the
soldiers had to pay their own expenses,
but that was found to be a poor arrange- ,
ment, and was changed; the army pays
the expenses for them now, and hasx re-
funded what the soldiers spent under
the first plan.

“We had a big demonstration to meet
the first arrivals. The town had a Re-
ception Committee headed by the Mayor,
and we had the famous negro band of the
369th Infantry—formerly the old 15th
New York National Guard—under Lieu-
tenant James Europe. When the men
got off the train they were covered with
yellow mud up to their waists! They
had been sent for at 3 in the morn-
ing, ordered right out of the trenches
and told to hike to the train, which left
at 5. That helped to muke them cross.
It seemed as if every single one of those
150 had a grouch! Fifty of them de-
clared at once that they could not pay
the hotel expenses and demanded to be
sent back. |

“They were ordered to go to their
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hotels and told that the matter of their
expenses would be avranged. Then they
had their first look at the Aix Casino,
and we heard them say, * We can’t go in
there until we are policed!” So they hur-
ried to change their clotiies and wash up
and then to look things over. Well, at
the end of that day there were only five
men who =aid they couldn’t afford to
stay!

“It was funny about those five,” Mrs.
Rooseveit added, reflectively; *“ we found
they were five of 4 party of «ix who had
come down in the same compartment;
the five had no money, and the sixth had
a thousand francs! We thought he muxt
have been very lucky!

“But the Y. M. C. A. fixedd it all up
about the hotel expenxes, =0 no ono had
to go hack—and no one wanted to!

“Some months later 2 Y. M. C. A.
worker in a town near the front was
stopped in the s<treet by a soldier. ‘1
never let that uniform go past me with-
nut shaking hands with the wearer,” he
zatd, and when the woman from the Y.
M. C. A, s=aid ~he wax very glad he felt
that way and asked him why, he replicd
that he had spent a week at Aix, and
added, " Tt was the best week 1've had in
Furope, but it was more than that; |
think it was the best week of my life!’

“That is the way they felt about it,
after they learned what it was. The
leave area work was one of the things
that, once started, just went on itzelf to
hig success.”

The explanation of its success—and its
start ax well—and the soldiers’ sudden
conversion from prejudice to childish de-
light, ix bext found in Mrs. Roosevelt's
story of what the men on leave did, and
what provision was made for their en-
tertainment,

“The first twe davs most of those
men just slept in the sun on the piazzas,”
she went on. *“ They xaid they didn't
want anything but just to be left alone
to look forward to real beds at night,
But, of course, there were several kinds
of things arranged for their amusement.

“Fach centre had its athletic field,
and there was always a bulletin telling
of the events of that day and the next;
there was something going on outdoors

every day—bascball, regatta, field sports,
a climb up ‘the mountain, n all-day
picnic, a bicyele ride. or a long hike—
and every evening there wag something
going on in the theatre-—vaudeville, con-
cert, or stunts. We had regular vaude-
ville acts, either from the Overseas
Theatre League or from a circuit in
Paris, and we had the tours worked out
so that there was always a new pro-
gram. In some centres the Overseas
Theatre League had a stock company.
Then there were movies every day—we
had a regular circuit of films, too.

“ But one of the very jolliest things
of all was stunt night. That was always
arranged by the men themselves, and
cverything they did wax not only most
amusing, but beautifully done.”

As the leave area in Savoie proved its
immediate success and the first contin-
gent of 160 men was multiplied up into
the thousands-—the men used to go back
and tell their comrades about the grood
times they had, and there wus a perfect
rush to get to Savoie-——the number of
workers was, of course, increaczed at once.
There were between fortv-five and fifty
Amervican women in the leave centres of
the Savoie arca, about thirty of whom
were in the big centre at Aix. One of
the things that .ars. Roosevelt recounted
from her experiences at Aix was the ar-
rangement of the dancing with 4,000 <ol-
dier boyvs and 30 girls. .

“We had to have a vegular plan,” she
explained, * o0 that it would all be per.
fectly fair and every one would have a
oo time. So we got baggape tags in
seven colors and riade the men put them
on their collars, and then we would run
up flags; when the blue flag went up the
men with blue tags could cut in, &c. We
never follewed any set order, so they
never knew whose turn would come next.
it worked beautifully,”

Of course amusing the bovs, important
a¢ that was, was not the only thing for
which the Y. M. C. A. was responsible
in the leave areax. A funny report
reached Mrs., Rooseve't last Winter that
=he had come to France “to give the
doughboys American breakfasts'"; and
a'though that was Taughably incorrect, it
did have some vague connection with
what was a big part of her work—the
Y. M. C. A. canteen, Farv the canteen

did serve a breakfast, and a very popular
breakfast 1t was!

Then, too, the Y. M. . AL
hostesses in the leave centres raw o it
thut all their yvoung guests’ clothes were
mended,  But that work, like the cook-
ing, dishwashing, and serubbing,
done, not by the yvoungy women from
overseas, hut by Frenchwomen who were
employed for the purpose. It was here
that Mrs. Roosevelt explained the econ-
omy in the use of the American givly’
work, strength, and time.

“The American women
there to be of service with the soldiers,”
-she =aid; “ they waited on them in the
canteens, played games with them, went
on picnics and hikes with them, were
always there to talk with them, enter-
tain them, assist them all they could. 1t
was felt that it was a waxte to use the
American women in the kitchens or be-
hing the scenes where Frenehwomen
could do the work as well. There woepre
not many American girls there, after all:
they were needed with {he men.. More-
over, the Frenchwomen needed the work,
~0 it helped them, too; and It was a
saving of money as well, for we could
employ Frenchwomen for less than the
Americans’ expenses amounted to.

““The women who went to France had
to be preparved for almost any kind of
work, it is true,” she went one; * espe-
cially at first, during the beginnings of
things, the American women had to be
ready to meet emergencies and to do
mos=t unusual and arduous things if the
need arose. But they had to be ready,
on the other hand, to ~it all day long in
an office in Pariz pounding a typewriter
—and that is what some people have not
alwaye anderstood.”

Mr=, Roosevelt nerse!f has had her full
share of sticking to her precise duty
when therc were more romantic and
spectacular spheres of action elsewhere.
Much of her work was done in Paris, and
—ualthough =he wax in the French capital
during raids and long-distance bombard-
ments—her particular kind of war serv.
ice never took her near the front lines.

“Toexpeeted to be two weeks in Aix,
and [ staid there three months,” che caid.
“Then } was trun~ferred to Brittany to
work in the opening of the leave areu
theve,  After that we opencd one in
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Auvergne, then  just as | was about to
leave France—on the Riviera.  Those
four were the principal leave arveas.  But
a graod deal of the time atter the work
wans begun in Savoie, I was in Parnx in
chigre of the women's end in the office
there,  The Women's Bureau would se-
lect the women workers and send them
to me to be assigsned to the different
areas and centres as they were needed,
The bureau was so pood,” zhe added,
thoughtiully, ““ahout sending just  the
kind of wonen we neoded, .

“One. of the things we always did,"
satd s, Roosevelt, " was to o to the
train amd see the bovs off when they lefl
us.  We went to the station and =hoeok
hinds with every one before they got on
the train, and then we staved and waved
unttl the train was out of sight. And
they alwavs waved to us and sang and
cheered., We knew we were tRe last
American women many of them
S,

“One time, while 1 was at Aix, such
a pathetic thing happened. A erowd of
bovs came down from the trenches, all
ready to enjoy thetr leave, and the first
day they all roamed around the place,
seeing everything there was to see and
getting good and tired, as they expressed
i, ~o that they'd enjoy their sleep on
real beds that night.  They were all
thrilled by the thought of the real beds,
At 6 that evening orders came that they
were to o back at 8. And off they went,
in a special tramn, They never got thei
Of cowrse, they had been suddenly
needed in the fighting; they wouldn™t
hive been summoned like that for any.
thing but the front. _And not one com-
plained.  They went off as they had
come, cheering - cheering  and  singing,
‘Where o we go from here?
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